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Hindu Kush Himalaya – a global asset

4 Global 
Biodiversity 
Hotspots; 12 
Global 200 
Ecoregion

Largest reserves of 
ice outside the 
polar regions

Source of 12 
major Asian 
river systems Diverse culture, 

languages and 
traditional knowledge 

systems

High 
Biodiversity:

575 protected 
areas, 335 

Important Bird 
Areas
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The Hindu Kush Himalaya region – global 
importance but accelerating crisis



ANTARCTIC

HKH

HKH cryosphere is warming 2x faster than the rest of the world

(4X global average)

(~2X global average)



Plants are under 

increased stress 

& subject to 

higher risks



Greening HKH



• Aggressively invading and moving 

upwards 

• Severe threats to native and endemic 

species 

• Pests and diseases 

Invasive species 

Pest attack on apple orchard, Mustang Nepal



• Amphibians are among the mostly 
impacted and may face likely 
extinction.

• Butterfly: 

• 14 species of butterflies have 
disappeared from the 
coniferous forests of Murree 
Hills in Pakistan; 

• Apollo butterfly endemic

• Mammals: Population size of the 
Golden snub-nosed monkey in 
Tibetan Plateau in a dramatic 
decline.

Fauna 



Habitats shrink

▪ Asiatic bear – 44%

▪ Tibetan antelope – 21%

▪ Wild yak – 20% 

Future risks to biodiversity at 

species and ecosystems levels 

are worrisome 



Decline in 

ecosystem 

services will 

impact human 

health, 

wellbeing, 

economy, & 

hence SDGs.



Yaks in the HKH



CBD implementation in the HKH: a regional overview 
Relatively progressive

Target wise
Country-wise



Links 

Links between Aichi targets and SDGs

Source: 6NRs



Ministerial Declaration by the HKH countries



To protect the HKH region, we must collaborate, 

make scaled investments and forge partnerships 

for transformative change. 

It is high time for the global leaders to recognise 

and act for mountains and its communities.

Global science processes such as IPBES and IPCC 

could be instrumental to highlight the fate of 22% 

of mountains areas

UNFCC, CBD and other MEAs



Sign the declaration

Spread the word

Share stories and photos of 

climate impacts on mountains

www.icimod.org/saveoursnow

Keep mountains on the global agenda

THANK YOU

http://www.icimod.org/saveoursnow

